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Objectives: Having studied this paper, a student will be able to:

a.  Define the concept, meaning, and scope of human ecology and be familiar with varions ecological
concepts

b. Understand the mechanism of human adaptation and variation as well as the various related
processes, and the role of environment in human variation

. Know the importance of biodiversity to human species and how to conserve it

d.  Clear with the concept and utilization of resources; and understand the merits and demerits of wet
and shifting cultivation

e.  Understand various environmental issues such as deforestation, global warming, climate change,

hydel projects in India generally and Northeast India particularly.

Unit 0: Baseline Analysis (2 hours): Introduction to basic concepts, objectives and goal
setting.

Unit 1: Introduction to Human Ecology (5 hours): Concept, aim and scope; ecosystem,

ecological balance, cultural ecology, green house effect, food chain.

Unit 2: Human Adaptation and Variation (4 hours): Acclimatization, adaptation; role of

environment in human variation.

Unit 3: Biodiversity (3 hours): Importance of biodiversity to human, conservation of

biodiversity.

Unit 4: Resources (5 hours): Concept, utilization; shifting cultivation: merits and demerits; wet

cultivation: merits and demerits.

Unit 5: Environmental Problems (6 hours): Deforestation, global warming, climate change,
hydel projects; important ecological issues in Northeast India.

Unit 100: Advanced Skills (2 hours): Revision of concepts, journal/magazine review,
assignments/projects.
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